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them. These lectures, while popular, cannot fail to be of interest to all 
who read them. The lecturer's point of view is always evident, and 
thus, although one may have especially studied such characters as 
Origen, Athanasius, and Augustine, he will be sure to catch some new 
glimpses. — Die Renaissance in Florenz und Rom. Acht Vortrage von 
Karl Brandi. (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1900; pp. iv -|- 258 ; M. 5.) 
This is a very charming book. The author shows himself to be a 
scholar, and a critic with a very simple and attractive style. It is con- 
sequently almost a necessary book for the beginner in studies of the 
Renaissance, and the mature student will find it full of interesting 
suggestion. Florence and Rome were the two chief centers of intel- 
lectual development in Italy during the fifteenth and sixteenth cen- 
turies, and the author has rightly chosen them as the basis of his study. 
In these two cities all the great spirits meet, from Dante to Michel- 
angelo. The work seems to be devoted almost exclusively to biog- 
raphy, and yet it is not really so. The great characters, such as Dante, 
Petrarch, Boccaccio, Michelangelo, Savonarola, Lorenzo de' Medici, are 
vividly described in a few words. But they are seen in their proper 
historical settings. The result is that most of the leading points of 
interest are involved, and the reader will come to the end of the volume 
with a very satisfactory view of the entire period. We do not know of 
any book in English that corresponds to this attractive little volume. 

■ — J. W. MpNCRIEF. 

La Faculte de Theologie de Paris et ses docteurs les plus celebres. 
Par l'Abb6 P. Feret, docteur es th£ologie, ancien chapelain de Sainte- 
Genevieve, chanoine honoraire d'Evreux, cure de Saint-Maurice de 
Paris. Epoque moderne. Tome premier : XVI e siecle, phases his- 
toriques. (Paris: A. Picard et Fils, 1900; pp. viii + 462.) The ency- 
clopaedic character of this work is much in evidence in the first volume, 
dealing with the modern period. The sixteenth was a stirring century. 
The Theological Faculty of Paris, holding, as it did, a high place among 
the authorities of the world, was naturally drawn into all the struggles 
of the time. The author attempts to indicate the attitude of the faculty 
toward the important questions of the century. The principal struggle 
of the period was, of course, with Protestantism and the men who 
endeavored to preach its tenets. Luther, Calvin, Lefebre, Etienne, and 
others kept the faculty busy publishing censures and refutations. The 
faculty was also very active in condemning heretical books, promi- 
nent among which was Etienne's translation of the New Testament. 
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Reuchlin, with his studies of the Old Testament in Hebrew, fared badly 
at her hands. She kept an "Index Expurgatorius " of her own and 
published frequent editions of it. She was also drawn into the quarrel 
over the divorce of Henry VIII. The author tries to trace her actions 
in all the important movements. Being a partisan Catholic, his state- 
ments of certain cases can hardly be taken as adequate. His point of 
view may be known from the fact that for the lives of Luther and 
Calvin he quotes only the works of Audin. — Oliver J. Thatcher. 

Gustav Adolf und die schwedische Satisfaktion. Von Walter Struck. 
Sonderabdruck aus Historische Vierteljahrschrift, II. Jahrg., Heft 3 
u. 4. (Leipzig: Druck und Verlag von B. G. Teubner, 1899; pp. 
97; M. 2.80.) It is the general opinion of writers on the Thirty 
Years' War that the early death of Gustavus Adolphus was fortunate 
both for Germany and for him. For Germany, because he would have 
undertaken to control her, had his plans been carried out, and would 
have prevented her free development. For him, because the effort to 
control Germany would have led to endless strife, in which he would 
have appeared as a foreign tyrant, instead of the hero of the Protestant 
religion. This opinion Herr Struck rejects. He bases his argument 
upon a careful examination of the accessible evidence concerning the 
indemnity for Sweden which Gustavus Adolphus intended to demand. 
— Supplementary History of American Methodism. A Continuation of 
the Author's Abridged History of American Methodism. By Abel Stevens, 
LL.D. (New York : Eaton & Mains ; Cincinnati : Curts & Jennings ; 
pp. 259; gi.50.) The Abridged History of American Methodism by 
Dr. Stevens came down only to 1866. The present volume continues 
the narrative to 1899. It exhibits the same marvelous industry in col- 
lecting facts and dates for which the other works of the author are 
distinguished. The publisher might have done better by it. The 
portraits of the Methodist bishops with which it is illustrated are coarse 
wood-cuts. There is no index. — Anerben und Theilungssystem darge- 
legtan den zwei pfdhischen Gemeinden Gerhardsbrunn und Martinshbhe. 
Von Dr. Wilhelm Mayer. Mit 5 Karten. (Erlangen und Leipzig : 
Deichert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1899; pp. viii + 47 ; M. 2.) This 
book gives us a careful study of a remarkable social experiment 
which has been tried in Germany for several generations. The scene 
of the experiment is two small districts named Gerhardsbrunn and 
Martinshohe, which lie near to each other, are of about the same extent, 
and are of similar soil and climate. In Gerhardsbrunn the oldest son 



